Medicine and ethics. How to allocate transplantable organs.
Organ transplantation has made tremendous strides in the last decade. The demand for transplantable organs has far outstripped the supply; waiting lists have grown long and patients are dying for want of vital organs. Therefore policies and criteria that guide the allocation of transplantable organs become ever more important. Over the years, allocation policies have evolved by including both medical and ethical considerations, and much work has gone into defining and analyzing components of such policies. However, they have often grown by accretion, and a parallel analysis of both sets of approaches did not occur. This article attempts to integrate medical and ethical considerations, and to develop a schema that will permit review, redefinition, and--it is hoped--development of a fairer, more equitable and responsive allocation system.